

























































































































































































NEPAssist Report
CRF

Input Coordinates: 40.575640,-105.143064,40.575640,-105.142141,40.575080,-105.142141,40.575080,-
105.143064,40.575640,-105.143064

Project Area 0.00 sq mi
Within 0.25 miles of an Ozone 1-hr (1979 standard) Non-Attainment/Maintenance Area? yes
Within 0.25 miles of an Ozone 8-hr (1997 standard) Non-Attainment/Maintenance Area? yes
Within 0.25 miles of an Ozone 8-hr (2008 standard) Non-Attainment/Maintenance Area? yes
Within 0.25 miles of an Ozone 8-hr (2015 standard) Non-Attainment/Maintenance Area? yes
Within 0.25 miles of a Lead (2008 standard) Non-Attainment/Maintenance Area? no
Within 0.25 miles of a SO2 1-hr (2010 standard) Non-Attainment/Maintenance Area? no
Within 0.25 miles of a PM2.5 24hr (2006 standard) Non-Attainment/Maintenance Area? no
Within 0.25 miles of a PM2.5 Annual (1997 standard) Non-Attainment/Maintenance Area? no
Within 0.25 miles of a PM2.5 Annual (2012 standard) Non-Attainment/Maintenance Area? no
Within 0.25 miles of a PM10 (1987 standard) Non-Attainment/Maintenance Area? no
Within 0.25 miles of a CO Annual (1971 standard) Non-Attainment/Maintenance Area? yes
Within 0.25 miles of a NO2 Annual (2071 standard) Non-Attainment/Maintenance Area? no
Within 0.25 miles of a Federal Land? no
Within 0.25 miles of an impaired stream? no
Within 0.25 miles of an impaired waterbody? yes
Within 0.25 miles of a waterbody? yes
Within 0.25 miles of a stream? no
Within 0.25 miles of an NWI wetland? Available Online
Within 0.25 miles of a Brownfields site? no
Within 0.25 miles of a Superfund site? no
Within 0.25 miles of a Toxic Release Inventory (TRI) site? no
Within 0.25 miles of a water discharger (NPDES)? yes
Within 0.25 miles of a hazardous waste (RCRA) facility? no
Within 0.25 miles of an air emission facility? yes
Within 0.25 miles of a school? no
Within 0.25 miles of an airport? no
Within 0.25 miles of a hospital? no
Within 0.25 miles of a designated sole source aquifer? no
Within 0.25 miles of a historic property on the National Register of Historic Places? no
Within 0.25 miles of a Land Cession Boundary? yes
Within 0.25 miles of a tribal area (lower 48 states)? no
Within 0.25 miles of the service area of a mitigation or conservation bank? yes
Within 0.25 miles of the service area of an In-Lieu-Fee Program? no
Within 0.25 miles of a Public Property Boundary of the Formerly Used Defense Sites? no
Within 0.25 miles of a Munitions Response Site? no
Within 0.25 miles of an Essential Fish Habitat (EFH)? no
Within 0.25 miles of a Habitat Area of Particular Concern (HAPC)? no
Within 0.25 miles of an EFH Area Protected from Fishing (EFHA)? no
Within 0.25 miles of a Bureau of Land Management Area of Critical Environmental no
Concern?

Within 0.25 miles of an ESA-designated Critical Habitat Area per U.S. Fish & Wildlife no
Service?

Within 0.25 miles of an ESA-designated Critical Habitat river, stream or water feature per no
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service?

Created on: 11/8/2023 11:42:49 AM
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Environmental Assessment
National Institutes of Health
January 2024

Appendix B Public Involvement Documentation



A Q&A on why CSU labs are safe https://source.colostate.edu/qa-csu-lab-safety/

SOURCE Q

A Q&A on why CSU labs are safe

11 Jan, 2023
By Gary Polakovic

Rebecca Moritz is CSU’s biosafety director and director of the
Office of Research Collaboration and Compliance. She is the
president of the American Biological Safety Association
International. She’s responsible for lab safety at the university
and leads the organization that sets professional standards for
lab safety worldwide. She will work with scientists to ensure
the safe operation of a proposed, new Sio million bat research
facility at Foothills Campus.

Q: How does CSU help protect people from
pandemics?

A: Part of CSU’s research mission is to better understand how agents and diseases affect
humans and animals. This includes investigating the various ways pathogens transmit
between species. Other aspects of the research mission are to test potential vaccines and
therapeutics for a variety of agents and diseases and develop new detection technologies.
For example, CSU researchers helped in the COVID-19 response locally and at the state and
national levels by creating new rapid tests, studying what species can be infected with
SARS-COV-2, providing testing for students and a variety of groups in Larimer County and
studying transmission parameters, among other areas.

Q: Why is animal research important? Why study animal viruses?

A: Many pathogens can infect both animals and humans. Understanding how this happens
in nature is important for understanding disease transmission and evolution. Due to global
warming and population growth, humans and animals are coming into contact more

1of5 1/11/2023, 1:39 PM



A Q&A on why CSU labs are safe https://source.colostate.edu/qa-csu-lab-safety/

frequently and in ways not previously seen. This could result in an increased number of
outbreaks and possibly pandemics.

Q: Why study bats?

A: Different bat species are thought to carry a wide variety of different viruses such as
SARS-CoV-2, MERS-CoV, rabies, Ebola virus, Nipah virus and Marburg virus, among other
pathogens. These pathogens do not make bats sick, but they can transmit the viruses they
carry to humans and other mammals. Understanding how this transmission occurs and
how bats carry these viruses could provide critical information to better protect global
public health and help the world better identify outbreaks and prepare for the next
pandemic.

Q: What’s the new bat facility for? What are the limitations of the
facility?

A: The new bat facility is designed to primarily house breeding colonies. For safety and
science integrity, it’s better to have a self-contained population of bats. It will have some
spaces that will be biosafety level 2 labs where experiments can be conducted. However, the
types of agents that can be used at BSL-2 are limited to those determined to not be high
risk to people and the environment.

Q: How do you ensure infectious bats don’t come here or escape?

A: Bats must go through a quarantine period and testing process to ensure they do not
carry any viruses or diseases before they can come to our facility. Once we establish a bat
colony it becomes closed. The facility is designed to keep bats inside of their housing areas.
In addition, animal care staff and researchers have processes in place to make sure bats
stay in their housing areas and are handled appropriately.

Q: Does CSU do gain-of-function research?

A: Gain-of-function is when any organism gains a new ability or property. Some of these

functions can be positive. For example, plants that are more drought tolerant or making
mosquitos resistant to transmitting dengue fever. However, there is a subset of gain-of-
function experiments that pose certain safety and security concerns. CSU has no plans to
conduct gain-of-function research of concern.

20f5 1/11/2023, 1:39 PM



A Q&A on why CSU labs are safe https://source.colostate.edu/qa-csu-lab-safety/

Q: Is CSU engaged in bioweapons research?

A: No. In 1975, President Ford signed the International Bioweapons Convention, making it
illegal to develop, produce, stockpile, acquire, or retain biological weapons.

Q: How do you ensure biological research at CSU is safe?

A: We do everything possible to decrease the risks of our research. Those risks are

mitigated by the types of facilities, personal protective equipment, training, policies and
procedures our researchers utilize. We acknowledge that there is no such thing as zero risk
in research, and in doing so, we are especially careful in our preparation and procedures.

Q: How will CSU protect the community if a researcher is potentially
exposed to a pathogen?

A: CSU works closely with local occupational medicine and infectious disease physicians
and Larimer County Department of Public Health and Environment to develop plans and
procedures to quarantine, test and potentially provide treatment to a researcher who would
have a known potential exposure or develops symptoms of an agent they have been
working with.

TAGS ASSIGNED TO THIS STORY

INFECTIOWS DISEASE RESEARCH CENTER INSTITUTIONAL BIOSAFETY COMMITTEE
OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT FOR RESEARCH OVPR
SHARE
FACEBOOK TWITTER LINKEDIN REDDIT EMAIL

Gary Polakovic

(3 More posts by Gary Polakovic
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A Q&A on why CSU labs are safe https://source.colostate.edu/qa-csu-lab-safety/

TAG CLOUD
ALUMNI ATHLETICS COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES
COLLEGE OF BUSINESS COLLEGE OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SCIENCES
COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS COLLEGE OF NATURAL SCIENCES
COLLEGE OF VETERINARY MEDICINE AND BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES COVID-19
CSU EXTENSION CSU ONLINE CSU SPUR CSU SYSTEM
DEPARTMENT OF ATMOSPHERIC SCIENCE DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGY

DEPARTMENT OF DESIGN AND MERCHANDISING

DEPARTMENT OF FOOD SCIENCE AND HUMAN NUTRITION

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND EXERCISE SCIENCE

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN DEVELOPMENT AND FAMILY STUDIES

DIVISION OF STUDENT AFFAIRS FACILITIES MANAGEMENT GRADUATE SCHOOL
HIGH-IMPACT PRACTICES IN MEMORY INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS

JAMES L. VOSS VETERINARY TEACHING HOSPITAL MORGAN LIBRARY OBITUARY
OFFICE OF ENGAGEMENT AND EXTENSION OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT FOR DIVERSITY

OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT FOR RESEARCH OUTREACH

PARKING AND TRANSPORTATION SERVICES RESEARCH

SCHOOL OF GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY STUDENT FEATURES

STUDENTS SUSTAINABILITY THE CONVERSATION TODOS SANTOS

UNIVERSITY CENTER FOR THE ARTS WALTER SCOTT JR COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING

WARNER COLLEGE OF NATURAL RESOURCES
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NEW CSU
RESEARCH
BUILDING

CSU has been a national leader in infectious disease
research since the 1960s and plays a critical role in
preventing and responding to diseases and pandemics.

Larimer County notified your neighborhood in late
2022 that CSU will build a new facility. The new facility
on CSU's Foothills Campus will help CSU and other
research institutions study bats and their response
to infectious diseases.

Learn more about
why this work matters.
batresearch.colostate.edu

COLORADO STATE
UNIVERSITY
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and treat infectious diseases.

CSU is one of the most qualified
2 places in the world to study
bats and infectious diseases.

CSU research and buildings
3 are highly regulated, controlled
and safe.

‘ Learn more about
why this work matters.

batresearch.colostate.edu



COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY

CSU’S NEW
RESEARCH BUILDING

CSU has been a national leader in infectious disease research since the 1960s and plays a
critical role in preventing and responding to diseases and pandemics.

The new facility on CSU’s Foothills Campus will help CSU and other research institutions study
bats and their response to infectious diseases.

Things to Know

I This research is important. Bats hold unique, critically-important clues to understanding
why and how people and animals get sick when exposed to pathogens.

2 CsSUis the best place in the world to do this research. The university is one of few places
already studying bats and infectious diseases, and has done these studies for 15 years.
CSU is building this facility to help other scientists across the world study bats.

3 Inthe new building, researchers will work with mild infectious disease pathogens that
can be easily treated. Pathogens that will be present in the building are low-risk and are
comparable to organisms that cause food-borne iliness or strep throat. CSU will not create
a new pathogen.

4 This building and the research inside are safe. CSU has studied infectious diseases since
the 1960s and has a long track-record of expertise, safety, and compliance. Ebola, Marburg
or Nipah viruses will not be studied in the new building or at any CSU laboratory. CSU does
not and cannot possess these viruses. Our facilities are not built to research these viruses.

5 Bats will be contained within the building at all times. The building will be highly secure and
specially designed for housing bats and low-risk research. And, it will provide bats with big
areas that mimic their natural habitat.

Learn more about why this work matters:

COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY
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Frequently Asked Questions

WHY BAT RESEARCH IS IMPORTANT

= Researching bats is important because bats can teach us about viruses.

There is a lot to learn from bats — particularly because bats can carry viruses and not get
sick themselves. This novel fact means that researchers can learn how to prevent the
spread of viruses, understand what keeps bats healthy, and explore ways to keep
humans and other animals safe from these very viruses. (See more about the
remarkable clues bats hold.)

Scientists don’t know what protects bats from getting sick; that’s part of the question
CSU’s research is trying to answer.

<+ Bats carry viruses but don't get sick from them. Why?
4+ Understanding how viruses and bats interact will help people.
<4 Bats are important to our environment and this research helps them, too.

<+ Bats play an important role in disease transmission.

ABOUT THE CSU BAT RESEARCH FACILITY

=+ The CSU bat research building will have multiple purposes.

=+ The new facility will be built with multiple layers of biosafety protection.
=+ The building will meet BSL-2 biosafety requirements.

= CSU is building a facility that will be a national resource for bat research.

While the new facility that will be built at CSU will house some biosafety level 2
research, its primary function will be to provide an ideal space to breed virus-free,


https://www.colostate.edu/
https://batresearch.colostate.edu/
https://batresearch.colostate.edu/why-bats-hold-remarkable-clues/

disease-free bats. These bats will be used at CSU for research and will be sent to other
universities and government agencies for study.

At this time, there are very few scientists in the world studying bats and infectious
diseases because there are extremely limited resources to obtain virus-free bats to use
in studies. Generally, the only option is to capture them in the wild, which can disrupt
their habitat and life cycles.

Resources are limited because bats require specialized spaces mimicking their natural
habitat to breed, this includes places to roost as well as with enough

room to allow for free flight. There are only a handful of laboratories in the world that
research bats because they cannot provide bats with proper habitats. CSU’s new
building and veterinary expertise will fulfill this need and meets rigorous requirements
for providing housing and habitat for bats.

<+ Breeding a small number of bats is a better resource for most studies than
capturing wild bats.

ABOUT CSU BAT-RELATED RESEARCH

+ CSU researchers have already learned important information about bats and
viruses.

<4+ Current and future CSU research aims to help prevent the spread of viruses and
other pathogens and to advance innovations to help people.

=+ CSU will not conduct gain-of-function research on bats that could increase
transmission of a virus to humans

=+ CSU research will not create a new pathogen.

<+ Bats are generally not born infected with diseases. Bats used in research are
verified to be virus-free before research starts.

<4 CSU infectious disease researchers have studied bats for many years.
= CSU is not conducting high-risk infectious disease research on bats.

Ebola, Marburg or Nipah viruses will not be studied in the new building or at any CSU
laboratory. CSU does not and cannot possess these viruses. Our facilities are not built to
research these viruses.



CSU may collaborate with researchers who study these viruses in laboratories located
across the nation. This collaboration may include providing them with resources and
expertise, but work with these viruses would not occur at CSU facilities.

BIOSAFETY AT CSU

— Biosafety is a nationally standardized, layered set of safeguards that protect
researchers and the outslide world from pathogens.

Biosafety is the practice of developing precautions to lessen the risk of working with
biological agents and animals exposed to infectious agents such as a virus.

Biosafety uses four principles to lessen risk.

1. Work practices

2. Personal protective equipment
3. Facility design

4. Administrative controls.

All of these work together in a layered fashion to protect researchers, their community,
and the environment.

The CSU Biosafety Office identifies all risks for each experiment conducted at CSU. This
office also determines the appropriate work practices, what personal protective
equipment is required, the specific CSU facility where the work must be conducted
based on layered biosafety within laboratories and buildings, and any additional
practices or policies that are needed.

The personnel of this office have a combined 99 years of biosafety experience and have
conducted research with biological agents themselves.

<+ Biosafety compliance is overseen by multiple agencies and committees.

=+ CSU research laboratories are specially designed to keep infectious pathogens
inside the laboratory.

=+ CSU researchers receive specialized training to work with viruses and bats.

=+ The risk of a virus, bacteria or other infectious pathogens escaping from CSU
facilities is extremely low.



4 Infectious pathogens are contained within a laboratory through redundant
biosafety systems.

+ CSU takes specific steps if a researcher is accidentally, potentially exposed to a
virus.

=+ CSU's response to risk is constantly evolving to be state-of-the-art.

Colleges:

Agricultural Sciences

Business

Walter Scott, Jr. College of Engineering
Health and Human Sciences

Liberal Arts

Warner College of Natural Resources

Natural Sciences

Veterinary Medicine and Biomedical Sciences

Schools & Programs:

Graduate School

International Programs

Online Degrees and Courses

School of Advanced Materials Discovery
School of Music, Theatre and Dance

School of Biomedical Engineering

School of Education

School of Global Environmental Sustainability
School of Social Work

School of Public Health
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https://warnercnr.colostate.edu/
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https://graduateschool.colostate.edu/
https://international.colostate.edu/
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https://www.research.colostate.edu/samd/
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https://publichealth.colostate.edu/
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301-451-6467 (Office)

240-461-3817 (Cell)

From: Ted Doerr <tbach465@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, September 12, 2023 1:29 PM

To: Radtke, Mark (NIH/OD/ORF) [E] <radtkem2@mail.nih.gov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Proposed Bat Research Facility at Colorado State University (CSU)

Mr Radtke

| request a copy of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) impact assessment (e.g., Environmental
Assessment) and decision document (FONSI) for the proposed construction and operation of the NIH-funded bat
research facility at CSU.

Approximately three weeks ago, | received a postcard from CSU announcing construction of this infectious disease
research facility. | live within sight of the general area of the proposed facility. CSU notified me the week of 4
September that | needed to directly contact NIH to receive copies of these public documents.

Regards - Ted Doerr

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and are confident the content is safe.

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and are confident the content is safe.

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and are confident the content is safe.
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Public Notices

Originally published at coloradoan.com on 12/18/2023

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY

NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FOR THE
PROPOSED CHIROPTERAN RESOURCE FACILITY COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY
FOOTHILLS CAMPUS

The National Institutes of Health (NIH) is proposing to partially fund, through a C06 grant,
the construction of a Chiropteran Resource Facility located at Colorado State University
(CSU) Foothills Campus Fort Collins, Colorado. The notice of availability (NOA) for the
environmental assessment (EA) began December 18, 2023. The purpose of NOA is to
allow the public and state and federal agencies to review the Draft EA and provide NIH
with any comments within the 30day comment period. The 30 day comment period will
end on January 17, 2023. A copy can be found at the Old Town Library located at 201
Peterson St, Fort Collins, CO 80524 or online at https://nems.nih.
gov/NEPA/Pages/default.aspx. Comments can be sent to Mark Radtke, Division of
Environmental Protection, National Institutes of Health, Building 13, Room 2511, 9000
Rockville Pike, Bethesda, MD 20892 or emailed to nihnepa@mail.nih.gov.

The Coloradoan
Dec 18-20, 2023
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1/15/24, 4:33 PM Bat Research | Colorado State University

CSU BAT RESEARCH

Understanding how bats respond to viruses can open up new possibilities in helping find

new ways to treat both humans and animals because bats have a remarkable ability to
carry a virus and not get sick from it. This is why researchers want to study bats —
understanding bat immune responses to a virus could unlock new medical treatments to
help save the lives of humans and animals, including bats.

CSU is building a facility on its Foothills Campus devoted to helping CSU and other research
universities and agencies study bats and their response to infectious diseases.

« FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

RESEARCH

e Why bats hold remarkable clues

e Current and recent research

BIOSAFETY

https://batresearch.colostate.edu 1/4
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o What is biosafety? See our FAQs
» Biosafety at CSU

Feedback

Draft NIH environmental assessment

5 things to know

1. This research is important. Bats hold unique, critically-important clues to understanding
why and how people and animals get sick when exposed to disease-causing organisms
known as pathogens.

2. CSU is the best place in the world to do this research. The university is one of few places
already studying bats and infectious diseases, and has done these studies for 15 years.
CSU is building this facility to help other scientists across the world study bats.

3. In the new building, researchers will work with mild infectious disease pathogens that can
be easily treated. Pathogens that will be present in the building are low-risk and are
comparable to organisms that cause food-borne iliness or strep throat. CSU will not create
a new pathogen.

4. This building and the research inside are safe. CSU has studied infectious diseases since
the 1960s and has a long track-record of expertise, safety, and compliance. Ebola,
Marburg or Nipah viruses will not be studied in the new building or in any CSU building.
CSU does not and cannot possess these viruses. Our facilities are not built to research
these viruses.

5. Bats will be contained within the building at all times. The building will be highly secure
and specially designed for housing bats and low-risk research. And, it will provide bats
with big areas that mimic their natural habitat.

Colleges:
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CSU Responses to Public Concerns

While Colorado State University (CSU) has been transparent about the new facility in the Chiropteran
Resource Center, CSU has become aware of concerns from some neighboring residents. Below are CSU’s
responses to some of the concerns raised by residents:

v NO high-risk research will be conducted in CSU Fort Collins.
No pathogens requiring high containment laboratories will be used in the new bat facility.

CSU does not conduct research on viruses that require the highest level of laboratory containment, such
as Ebola, Marburg or Nipah viruses, that require the use of a BSL-4 laboratory. CSU does not have a BSL-4
lab; live Ebola, Marburg or Nipah viruses are not and will not be present for use in research in any CSU
buildings. CSU plans to partner with researchers from across the nation, including scientists who work in
high biocontainment laboratories in other states. This partnership is referenced in the grant, included in
the summary which is published online at the National Institutes of Health website.

CSU has worked for many years with SARS-CoV-2, MERS-CoV and other pathogens in its existing BSL-3
laboratory. The new building will be a BSL-2.

v' The pathogens in the new building cause only mild infectious diseases that can be easily treated.
Pathogens in the building, which will be a BSL-2, will be low-risk and are comparable to organisms that
cause food-borne illness or strep throat. CSU will not create a new pathogen.

v The risk of a pathogen or bat escaping from the building is very low.

The university and its researchers are routinely entrusted with national and international funds and
research projects — in no small part because of CSU’s commitment to research safety. CSU requires
rigorous and frequent accountability from its infectious disease researchers, as well as extensive training.

CSU researchers are required to receive comprehensive, specific training tailored to the viruses they
research. All researchers who work with viruses must pass multiple biosafety and biosecurity training
courses corresponding to the risk of the viruses they will work with and are required to wear protective
gear. Researchers also receive training for specific procedures they will perform and require targeted
training to properly respond to an exposure.

CSU has an extensive focus on promoting and enhancing a research culture that takes extra measures to
encourage compliance, report concerns, and conduct training, so that there is not only an expectation
that researchers follow the rules and respect protocols, but also a culture that encourages these
practices:

e Researchers are trained to report all potential risks right away to both their supervisors and the
CSU Biosafety Office or the CSU Occupational Health program. Research occurs within specially
designed laboratories that are engineered specifically to contain pathogens.

e The building will be highly secure and specially designed to house bats in rooms protected by
numerous chambers and doors as well as security systems.

v’ Bats will be captured in the wild in Bangladesh and will be certified as disease-free before entering
the facility at CSU.
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To ensure research is not compromised or confused by pre-existing diseases, bats brought to the facility
must be disease-free. Captured bats will be quarantined for several weeks and extensively tested prior to
introduction. Bats housed at the location will be routinely screened for illness before any research begins.
Several species important for infectious disease studies will be captured to establish colonies in the
facility. Bats will not be imported from China.

v’ This building and the research inside are safe.
CSU has studied infectious diseases since the 1960s and has a long track-record of expertise, safety, and
compliance.

v' CSU is the best place in the world to do this research.

The university is one of few places already studying bats and infectious diseases and has done these
studies for 15 years. CSU is building this facility to continue its important work, and to help other
scientists across the world study bats.

v’ This research is important, and scientists can learn new information from bats that is not available
through other research options.

Bats hold unique, critically important clues to understanding why and how people and animals get sick

when exposed to disease-causing organisms known as pathogens.

v" For more information about the facility at CSU.

CSU has conducted multiple public outreach activities, from the time the grant was awarded in 2021, to
notify the local community on its plan to build the facility and the activities that will be conducted within
this facility. Some of the highlights of the outreach activities are presented here.

Colorado State University published an online story on Oct. 21, 2021, about plans to build the facility at
this link - https://source.colostate.edu/csu-awarded-6-7-million-nih-award-for-research-facility-focused-
on-bat-health-disease-transmission/. This story was sent to thousands of recipients including all CSU
students, faculty, and staff as well as public subscribers and members of the news media.

The university tweeted a link to this story the following week via its main Twitter account, which has
70,000 followers.

Several news outlets have covered CSU’s plans to construct the facility, including the Fort Collins
Coloradoan, Denver CBS4 TV, and the Denver Post. The Denver Post's story primarily focused on
addressing misinformation and can be found at https://www.denverpost.com/2023/07/16/csu-bat-
research-facility-covid-misinformation/.

CSU launched a comprehensive website at batresearch.colostate.edu with FAQs at
batresearch.colostate.edu/frequently-asked-questions/.

In the summer of 2022, University staff had conversations with city, county, state, and federal elected
officials and provided them with information about the facility.

In December 2022, Larimer County sent postcards to 460 property owners near the university’s Foothills
Campus where the facility will be built. The university sent a postcard in Fall 2023 to the same addresses
with a QR code to the website to connect residents with the latest FAQs and information about the
project.
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United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Colorado Ecological Services Field Office
Denver Federal Center
P.O. Box 25486
Denver, CO 80225-0486
Phone: (303) 236-4773 Fax: (303) 236-4005

In Reply Refer To: October 29, 2023
Project Code: 2024-0010297
Project Name: Chiropteran Research Facility

Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project
location or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate species, as
well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of your
proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills the
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel free to
contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impacts to
federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical
habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of the
Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be
completed formally or informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be
completed by visiting the [PaC website at regular intervals during project planning and
implementation for updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested
through the IPaC system by completing the same process used to receive the enclosed list.

The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and the
ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2) of the
Act and its implementing regulations (50 CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required to
utilize their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and endangered
species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered species and/or
designated critical habitat.

A Biological Assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having
similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the
human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2)
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(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological
evaluation similar to a Biological Assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may
affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended
contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12.

If a Federal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation, that
listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the
agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service
recommends that candidate species, proposed species and proposed critical habitat be addressed
within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered
Species Consultation Handbook" at:

https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/endangered-species-consultation-
handbook.pdf

Migratory Birds: In addition to responsibilities to protect threatened and endangered species
under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), there are additional responsibilities under the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA) to
protect native birds from project-related impacts. Any activity, intentional or unintentional,
resulting in take of migratory birds, including eagles, is prohibited unless otherwise permitted by
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (50 C.F.R. Sec. 10.12 and 16 U.S.C. Sec. 668(a)). For more
information regarding these Acts, see https://www.fws.gov/program/migratory-bird-permit/what-
we-do.

The MBTA has no provision for allowing take of migratory birds that may be unintentionally
killed or injured by otherwise lawful activities. It is the responsibility of the project proponent to
comply with these Acts by identifying potential impacts to migratory birds and eagles within
applicable NEPA documents (when there is a federal nexus) or a Bird/Eagle Conservation Plan
(when there is no federal nexus). Proponents should implement conservation measures to avoid
or minimize the production of project-related stressors or minimize the exposure of birds and
their resources to the project-related stressors. For more information on avian stressors and
recommended conservation measures, see https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/threats-birds.

In addition to MBTA and BGEPA, Executive Order 13186: Responsibilities of Federal Agencies
to Protect Migratory Birds, obligates all Federal agencies that engage in or authorize activities
that might affect migratory birds, to minimize those effects and encourage conservation measures
that will improve bird populations. Executive Order 13186 provides for the protection of both
migratory birds and migratory bird habitat. For information regarding the implementation of
Executive Order 13186, please visit https://www.fws.gov/partner/council-conservation-
migratory-birds.

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Code in the header of
this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project that you submit
to our office.
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Attachment(s):

= Official Species List

OFFICIAL SPECIES LIST

This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed
action".

This species list is provided by:

Colorado Ecological Services Field Office
Denver Federal Center

P.O. Box 25486

Denver, CO 80225-0486

(303) 236-4773
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PROJECT SUMMARY

Project Code: 2024-0010297

Project Name: Chiropteran Research Facility
Project Type: New Constr - Above Ground

Project Description: Construction and operation of a bat vivarium.

Project Location:
The approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https://
www.google.com/maps/@40.575711,-105.14257648102256,14z

Counties: Larimer County, Colorado
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ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT SPECIES

There is a total of 10 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species
list because a project could affect downstream species. Note that 2 of these species should be
considered only under certain conditions.

IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA
Fisheries!, as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the
Department of Commerce.

See the "Ciritical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office
if you have questions.

1. NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of

Commerce.
MAMMALS
NAME STATUS
Gray Wolf Canis lupus Endangered

Population: U.S.A.: All of AL, AR, CA, CO, CT, DE, FL, GA, IA, IN, IL, KS, KY, LA, MA,
MD, ME, MI, MO, MS, NC, ND, NE, NH, NJ, NV, NY, OH, OK, PA, RI, SC, SD, TN, TX, VA,
VT, WI, and WV; and portions of AZ, NM, OR, UT, and WA. Mexico.

There is final critical habitat for this species.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/4488

Tricolored Bat Perimyotis subflavus Proposed
No critical habitat has been designated for this species. Endangered
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/10515
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BIRDS
NAME

Eastern Black Rail Laterallus jamaicensis ssp. jamaicensis
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/10477

Piping Plover Charadrius melodus
Population: [Atlantic Coast and Northern Great Plains populations] - Wherever found, except
those areas where listed as endangered.

There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location does not overlap the critical habitat.

This species only needs to be considered under the following conditions:
= Project includes water-related activities and/or use in the N. Platte, S. Platte, and Laramie
River Basins which may affect listed species in Nebraska.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6039

Whooping Crane Grus americana
Population: Wherever found, except where listed as an experimental population

There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location does not overlap the critical habitat.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/758

FISHES
NAME

Greenback Cutthroat Trout Oncorhynchus clarkii stomias
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2775

Pallid Sturgeon Scaphirhynchus albus
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
This species only needs to be considered under the following conditions:
= Project includes water-related activities and/or use in the N. Platte, S. Platte, and Laramie
River Basins which may affect listed species in Nebraska.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/7162

INSECTS
NAME

Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743

STATUS
Threatened

Threatened

Endangered

STATUS
Threatened

Endangered

STATUS
Candidate
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FLOWERING PLANTS
NAME STATUS

Ute Ladies'-tresses Spiranthes diluvialis Threatened
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2159

Western Prairie Fringed Orchid Platanthera praeclara Threatened
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1669

CRITICAL HABITATS
THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S
JURISDICTION.

YOU ARE STILL REQUIRED TO DETERMINE IF YOUR PROJECT(S) MAY HAVE EFFECTS ON ALL
ABOVE LISTED SPECIES.
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IPAC USER CONTACT INFORMATION

Agency: Terracon
Name: Jennifer Peters
Address: 6911 Blanco Road

City: San Antonio
State: X
Zip: 78216

Email  jennifer.peters@terracon.com
Phone: 2109077648



STATE OF COLORADO

Bill Owens, Governor
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

DIVISION OF WILDLIF

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
Bruce McCloskey, Director YA
6060 Broadway , : £ }?2 r”gﬁfg{;"

Penver, Colorado 80216
Telephone: (303) 297-1182

July 7, 2004

Mr. Robert Blinderman ,
Stewart Environmental Consultants, Inc.
3801 Automation Way, Suite 200

Fort Collins, CO 80252

Subject: Proposed CSU Regional Biocontainment Laboratory (RBL)
Job No.: - 117-101 '

Dear Mr. Blinderman:

The following constitute the comments of the Colorado Division of wildlife. Mike Sherman (Habitat Biologist)
has reviewed the written material you sent him regarding the proposed laboratories facility and conducted a field

visit to the site with you on June 29, 2004.

e The proposed project will have no negative impacts on wildlife or wildlife habitat.
The proposed RBL does not appear to be located within or near a wetland, however, the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers should be consulted on this issue as they are the regulatory agency that has responsibility in

identifying jurisdictional wetlands and mitigating potential impacts, .

The site consists of an upland meadow habitat vegetated by grasses and includes a disturbed area containing
invasive vegetative species, We concur with your conclusion that the proposed RBL will not negatively impact
the proposed site and there appear to be no endangered, threatened, or rare

ecologically sensitive areas on or near
olorado occurring on

plant or animal species so designated by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, or the State of C
or using the site.

The Colorado Division of Wildlife appreciates this oppo;'tunity to comment on this project proposal. If you have
any question, please contact Mike Sherman at (970)416-3335. Thark you. :

Scott Hoover, NE Regional Manager :
L (el o S o

cc: Dave Clarkson, Area Wildlife Manager
Andre Duvall, District Wildlife Manager
Rick Moss, NE Senior Habitat Biologist
Mike Sherman, Area Habitat Biologist.

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES, Russell George, Executive Director
WILDLIFE COMMISSION, Philip James, Chair » Jeffrey Crawford, Vice-Chair  Brad Phelps, Secretary
Members, Bernard Black  Tom Burke » Rick Enstrom e Claire O’ Neal » Robert Shoemaker » Ken Torres
Ex Officio Members, Russell George and Don Ament :



STATE OF COLORADO

Bill Ritter, Jr., Governor
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

DIVISION OF WILDLIFE

AN EQUAL OPPORTUMNITY EMPLOYER
Thamas E, Remington, Director - T
6060 Broadway For Wild{ife-
Denver, Colorado BO216 For Pmpfr

Telephone: (303) 287-1182
wildliife, sfate.co. us

June 15, 2010

Robert J. Blinderman

Senior Environmental Scientist

Stewart Environmental Consultants, LLC
3801 Automation Way, Suite 200

Fort Collins, Colorado 80525

Dear Mr. Blinderman,
Case #: 117.101(5)

| received and reviewed the proposal for the NEPA evaluation. In this letter you will find the Division of Wildlife
comments concerning the proposal.

In the development proposal. it appears that no significant new land use practices are going 1o be done.
Therefore, the Division of Wildlife has no comments or concerns for this proposal.

On behalf of the Division of Wildlife 1 would like to thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on this
proposal. If you or the applicant have any questions, please feel free to call Chad Morgan at 970-692-1733,

Sincerely,

ok Fodhe.

Mark Leslie
Area Wildlife Manager

Ce: S, Yamashita, K., Green, C. Morgan, 5. Billings
file

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES, Mike King, Executive Director
WILDLIFE COMMISSION, Tim Glenn, Chair = Hoboart Streater, Viea Chair = Mark Smith, Soeretary
Members, David R. Brougham = Dennis Buechler « Dorothea Farris « Allan Jones « John Sinaletary « Dean Wingfisld
Ex Officio Members, Mike King and John Stulp



Ms. Kristin Gensmer
Principal Investigator
Centennial Archaeology LLC
300 E. Boardwalk, 4-C

Fort Collins, Colorado 80525

RE: Proposed Chiropteran Research Facility Project
Colorado State University, Foothills Campus, Larimer County, Colorado
History Colorado No. 82529

Dear Gensmer:

Thank you for your correspondence dated January 19, 2023, which our office received on
February 1, 2023, initiating consultation for the aforementioned project under Section
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (54 USC § 306108),
and its implementing regulations, 36 CFR Part 800

We have reviewed all documentation submitted for this project and agree the defined area
of potential effect (APE) and survey methodology are appropriate for the undertaking.
We concur 5LR.13680 is not eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic
Places. Accordingly, the undertaking will result in no historic properties affected.

Should unidentified archaeological resources be discovered in the course of the project,
work must be interrupted until the resources have been evaluated in terms of the National
Register eligibility criteria (36 CFR 860.4) in consultation with our office pursuant to 36
CFR 8800.13. Also, should the consulted-upon scope of the work change, please contact
our office for continued consultation under Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act.

We request being involved in the consultation process with the local government, which
as stipulated in 36 CFR 8800.3 is required to be notified of the undertaking, and with
other consulting parties. Additional information provided by the local government or
consulting parties might cause our office to re-evaluate our eligibility and potential effect
findings. Please note that our compliance letter does not end the 30-day review period
provided to other consulting parties.

Determinations of National Register eligibility subject to this letter were made in
consultation pursuant to the implementing regulations of Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act, 36 CFR Part 800. Please note other Federal programs such as



the National Register of Historic Places and the Federal Investment Tax Credit Program
may have additional documentation and evaluation standards. Final determinations
remain the responsibility of the Keeper of the National Register.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. If we may be of further assistance, please
contact Mitchell K. Schaefer, Section 106 Compliance Manager, at (303) 866-2673 or
mitchell.schaefer@state.co.us.

Sincerely,

Dawn DiPrince
State Historic Preservation Officer

HISTORY COLORADO | 1200 BROADWAY | DENVER, CO 80203 | 303-447-8679 | HISTORYCOLORADO.ORG
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MEMO

To: Greg Ebel, Sc.D.

From: Susanne Cordery, P.E., Environmental Engineer, CSU Facilities Management
Subject: Proposed Bat Facility, Foothills Campus, Water and Wastewater Adequacy
Date: August 31, 2021

CSU owns and operates the drinking water distribution system and the wastewater collection system in
the area of the proposed Bat Facility building.

Based on a proposed Bat Facility building footprint of approximately 14,000 square feet and assuming a
per square foot water usage based on similar CSU laboratories in the vicinity, the maximum estimated
water usage is 2,500 gallons/day, or approximately 1 MM gallons per year. Per the water service
allocation agreement with the City of Fort Collins, CSU’s Foothills Campus is allocated 120,000,000
gallons per year and has, in the past several years, used less than 60,000,000 gallons per year.
Therefore, the proposed Bat Facility will use less than 1.5% of the available capacity in the current
allocation.

The wastewater service allocation is based on a peak daily discharge amount. The total peak daily
wastewater allocation amount for Foothills Campus is 433,333 gallons per day. The Bat Facility is
estimated to use less than 3.7 percent of the available remaining allocation amount.



September 2, 2021
To whom it may concerned,

A review of the loading of Foothills Southeast feeder that feds the area for the new Bat facility shows a
peak load of 126 A (2,880 kW) on 9/1/2020. The capacity of this feeder is 400 A (9,145 kW), which
means we are loaded to 32%.

Michael Randall, PE
Electrical Engineer
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